Letter from the Editor
Greetings Fellow Fire Scientists, I'd like to send this letter to all of you talking about how to expedite your paper through the review and publishing process and papers that we are looking for more of you to submit.
So for submitting papers to this journal, let me share a few things that will help me review your paper, so that I can make a decision to move it into review as well as move fast to a decision on your paper.
1. Please send a letter to me telling why the results are worthy of consideration. Don't just repeat the abstract. I can, and do, read that abstract on my own. 2. Make sure you've read the literature well before you submit a paper. I often find papers that authors think are novel, but have been extensively studied to date. While there are certainly new aspects of existing problems, if something has been well studied already, consider a review of the technology or make it very clear how your study is significantly different from what has been published previously. 3. If you are a non-native English speaker/writer, I would encourage you to have your paper looked over and polished by another author or colleague who is a native English speaker/writer. It will help you communicate your data to reviewers clearly and likely will help with the review process. SAGE, the publisher of this journal, also offers a language service: http://languageservices.sagepub.com/en/ 4. After your paper has been reviewed, make sure you answer all of the point-by-point comments made by the reviewer, so that it will be easy for me and the other editors to see how you have addressed those comments. 5. If you need more time to complete a review, don't wait until 24 hours before the deadline. Contact me and I'll almost always grant you more time to complete your revisions.
Some of you have pre-sent me papers for consideration before you even submit to the journal, and that's fine. I don't mind taking a quick look at your paper and telling you if it would fit or not, thus saving your time. That's part of my role and if I see your paper isn't a good fit for this journal, I'll try to suggest another journal that would be appropriate.
Regarding papers this journal is looking for, I'd love to see more review papers. There are many of you out there with a real wealth of knowledge in your area of fire science and I would encourage you to share that knowledge in a comprehensive manner. Furthermore, review papers are highly cited and will help increase your own citation score for those of you who work in academia or are considering careers in academia. So review papers are a benefit to the community and to you. We are always looking for review papers on the topics within scope of this journal including the following:
Measurement and computation of fire properties of materials and products, including ignitability, heat release, smoke, and combustion product generation;
Fire retardant systems, chemistry, and methodology for materials and products; Fire growth phenomena, including flame spread and smoke movement; Fire detection and extinguishment based upon fire chemistry and physical phenomena; Effects of fire effluents/emissions and heat on exposed occupants (excluding physiological and medical aspects of these effects); Fire forensic science; New approaches to fire protection system design and risk analysis.
But original research papers in these areas are of course welcome as well. Some specific topics which I think are of great interest to our field include the following:
New measurement methods relative to fire risk scenarios; Polymer composite flammability; Polymeric flame retardants; Electrical fire hazards; Fire or explosion aspects of hazardous materials; Smoke and fire gas toxicity and composition; Unobvious synergisms, unobvious helpful combinations and antagonisms; New mechanistic insights and hypotheses; Unsolved problems; Expert critiques of unscientific attacks on flame retardants; Market or supply trends and their driving forces; New products with serious technical background; Important new patents and patent applications; Correlation and scale reduction (for fire testing and development of fire scenarios at the lab scale); Recycling of FR materials and energy recovery.
On a final note, I'm willing to hear from any of you about special issues you'd like to see or would be willing to personally run and edit. As I stated in my editorial in January, I am very open to suggestions from all of you on special topics you'd like to see covered and special issues you would like to be responsible for. If you have a special topic in mind, and you'd like to be responsible for helping round up good papers and shepherding them through the review process alongside the rest of the editorial staff of this journal, please contact me with a prospectus on what you have in mind and I'll be glad to discuss it with you and send it to the editorial review board for approval. If approved, you would be the special editor for that issue. In these days of easy web-based searches, being entrepreneurial can quickly get you noticed which could bring more recognition to your name, expertise, and work area.
Thanks for reading. Sincerely,
Alex Morgan
Editor-In-Chief University of Dayton Research Institute Dayton, Ohio USA
